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Building a Confederal University in South 
West Wales

Dafydd Glyn Jones 
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Education Minister Leighton Andrews (centre) at the launch of the Welsh-medium Federal College’s undergraduate scholarship scheme, at the 
Wales Millennium Centre in Cardiff late last year. To his left is Geraint Talfan Davies, Chairman of the College’s Implementation Board, and to his 
right, Dr Ioan Matthews, Director of the Centre for Welsh Medium Higher Education.
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Hi-de-Hi!

Essay
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Cardiff University 
degree ceremony – 
“Once Cardiff had 
started awarding its 
own degrees there 
was a certain rationale 
that the other colleges 
of the University of 
Wales should want to 
follow suit.”



 fait accompli

Guardian’s

Essay
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Dafydd Glyn Jones

Problem Prifysgol a Phapurau 
Eraill 

Essay
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Geiriadur 
Prifysgol Cymru.
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Outlook

Election will be fought on 
entirely new territory 
Alun Davies

Alun Davies
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Outlook

Welsh political 
game changer
Jonathan Edwards

One Wales

One Wales

One Wales

One Wales

Jonathan Edwards
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Taking control  
of our own destiny
Jenny Randerson

 
  
 
 
Jenny Randerson

Outlook
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Outlook

A new voice  
for Wales
David Melding

 
 
David Melding



Running  
our own  
railroad

Articles

Stuart Cole 

1  

Wales rail 
connectivity
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A Metro for Wales’ 
Capital City Region

1/Wales rail connectivity
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Arriva’s Pacer class trains, built in the mid-1980s, are nearing their sell-by date, 
making the need for a decision on electrification imminent.



1/Wales rail connectivity
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Stuart Cole

The train map of Wales, showing the borders route between north and south, and the four local authority transport 
partnership regions – Taith (North Wales Transport Consortium), TraCC (Mid Wales Regional Transport Consortium), 
Swwitch (South West Wales Regional Transport Consortium), and Sewta (South East Wales Transport Consortium).



Rail

John Rogers 

1/Wales rail connectivity
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An Arriva train on the Cambrian Coast line alongside the Dyfi 
estuary, heading west towards Aberdyfi and Towyn.



1/Wales rail connectivity
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John Rogers

1/Wales rail connectivity
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Train crossing Pont Briwet at Penrhyndeudraeth returning from Pwllheli and heading 
to Aberystwyth. A dusting of snow can be seen on Moel Hebog to the north.



Swansea9Lines

Swansea9Lines
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A coal train at Ammanford.

Disused track on what used to be the Abernant branch line in the Amman Valley.

Mike Smith 

Swansea’s 
nine lines

1/Wales rail connectivity



Swansea9Lines

Mike  Smith
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1/Wales rail connectivity

Swansea Nine Lines

Map of the rail system that could link Swansea with 
its hinterland.



The easiest, and fastest route

A Metro for Wales’ Capital City Region

Mike Joseph 

1/Wales rail connectivity
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The ferry terminal at Fishguard harbour. At the end of March Transport 
Minister Ieuan Wyn Jones announced there would be five trains each 
way between Fishguard and Carmarthen each day, from September, 
in addition to the existing twice-daily boat-train service. The Welsh 
Government additional annual subsidy for Arriva Trains to run the 
service will be £1.4 million a year.

Google Earth’s view of 
Swansea West services 
at the M4’s Junction 47, 
sandwiched between 
the motorway and the 
double track express 
rail line that by-passes 
Neath and Swansea. 
This could be the 
location for a Swansea 
Parkway.



to get people out of their cars 
and using more public transport

the easiest route

Mike Joseph

1/Wales rail connectivity
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Rail map for southern Wales showing Great Western’s express boat 
train line that bypasses Carmarthen, Swansea and Neath.



Wales needs long-term 
investment in education  
and infrastructure
Gerald Holtham 

Articles

2  

Economy

In association with

24
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Show me a 
consensus and my 
first instinct is to 
wonder what’s  
wrong with it

2/Economy  Produced in association with PricewaterhouseCoopers

The UK’s GDP growth rate between 1960 and 2010. What is striking is how GDP has moved around the same 
straight trend line for 50 years, despite the huge changes in Westminster policies over that time, whether 
implemented by Conservative or Labour. After the recessions of the early 1980s and early 1990s the economy 
took about eight years to return to the trend line. In the current recession there has been no bounce-back and 
the return is likely to take longer.



Gerald Holtham

2/Economy
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The Welsh Government must adopt  
a more collaborative and, dare I  
say, less high-handed approach to 
local authorities.



Robust response to the recession 
from Welsh business 
Rob Lewis Welsh Economic 
Barometer

2/Economy  Produced in association with PricewaterhouseCoopers

Welsh Economic Barometer
How would you assess your level of confidence in 
prospects for the revenue growth of your company 
over the next 3 years? 
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Rob Lewis 
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Accelerated 
Development 
Zones could  
plug Welsh 
funding gap
Gronw Percy 

2/Economy
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2/Economy  Produced in association with PricewaterhouseCoopers

Accelerated Development Zone

Accelerated Development Zone

Accelerated Development Zones

Accelerated Development Zone

Gronw Percy

PwC are developing a number of 
innovative funding models including 
leveraging public sector assets, accessing  
European funding, tax-based models and 
attracting private sector investment.
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Despite the cuts  
some of us are doing well
James Foreman-Peck 

The cost of living in Wales is 
lower than the UK average by 
probably more than 5 per cent. 
This provides an advantage to 
working in Wales which could be 
reflected in the proportionately 
lower money wages in the  
private sector.

2/Economy



2/Economy  Produced in association with PricewaterhouseCoopers

agenda spring 2011—issue 43  |  31

Professor James Foreman-Peck

Weekly wages in Wales relative to UK and other regions for selected occupations 2010
        
       Percentage excess of Welsh wage over
      UK   Scottish  North East  
      wage   wage   England wage

Health Professionals    9   19   9

Teaching and Research Professionals  1   -1   -3

Health and Social Welfare  
Associate Professionals   7   15   6

Caring Personal Service Occupations  1   -6   -3

Protective Service Occupations  4   16   10

Corporate Managers    -25   -20   -11

Culture, Media and Sports Occupations -16   -10   14

Skilled Metal and Electrical Trades  1   -7   7

Customer Service Occupations   8   -4   2

Process, Plant and Machine Operatives 0   -2   -8

Elementary Trades, Plant and Storage  
Related Occupations    -2   -3   -4

Elementary Administration  
and Service Occupations   -8   -11   -1

Source: Office of National Statistics, 2010 Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_labour/ashe-2010/2010-gor-pps.pdf



When Was Wales?

Poni welwch chwi 
hynt y gwynt a’r glaw?

See you not the rush of the wind 
and rain?

Richard Wyn Jones 

Articles

3  

Politics

32  |  

Results of the referendum on Assembly powers held on 3 March 
2011.  It is striking that the counties scoring a majority of more than 
60 per cent  include all those which voted Yes by a majority in 1997, 
but now joined by counties extending into north-east Wales and 
Cardiff. Map: courtesy of the 2011 Wales Yearbook   
www.eleven.walesyearbook.co.uk



Professor Richard Wyn Jones

3/Politics
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End of the Imperial romance
Peter Stead 

3/Politics
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3/Politics
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Unique Paths To Devolution

Peter Stead Unique Paths 
to Devolution



3/Politics
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Reorganisation can damage  
front-line services and increase costs
Rhys Andrews 



3/Politics

Rhys Andrews



3/Politics
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Caption

No silver bullet  
in service delivery
Jon House 

 
Prosiect Gwyrdd is a partnership 
between Cardiff, Caerphilly, 
Monmouthshire, Newport and 
the Vale of Glamorgan Councils 
whose combined municipal 
waste makes up 40 per cent 
of the Welsh total. Together 
they are spending £1 billion 

in an effort to meet the Welsh Government’s target of a 70 per 
cent recycling and composting rate by 2025. In 2009-10 the five 
authorities achieved the following recycling and composting rates:

— Newport 43.43 per cent 
— Caerphilly 52.85 per cent 
— Cardiff 42.64 per cent 
— Monmouthshire 47.84 per cent
— Vale of Glamorgan 42.42 per cent

The European Union Landfill Directive restricts the amount of 
biodegradable municipal waste that can be land filled. Land suitable 
for landfill operations is fast running out in south-east Wales. 
Landfill also produces methane, which is 23 times more potent as  
a green house gas than carbon dioxide.

Prosiect Gwyrdd

3/Politics
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Jon House 



Articles 

4  

Education

Making a difference at Key Stage 3 
– Learning from five successful schools

Stevie Upton 

40  |  



4/Education

Stevie Upton
Making a 

difference at Key Stage 3
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Bro Teifi’s all-through school 
would raise standards

Supporters of 
Welsh-medium Community Education in 
Bro Teifi

Sharing our 
Vision

Cynog Dafis 

4/Education
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Cynog Dafis

4/Education



Akan to Zulu

-

-

Lowri Angell-Jones 

4/Education
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The  54 Languages 
spoken in Cathays 
High School

Akan
Arabic
Baluchi
Bemba
Bengali
Cantonese

Chinese
Creole (English)
Creole (French)
Czech
Dari
Dutch
English
Farsi (Persian)
French
German
Greek
Gujarati

Henko
Hindi
Korean
Kurdish
Latvian
Lingala
Lithuanian
Malay
Malayalam
Ndebele
Nepali
Pashto

Polish
Portuguese
Punjabi
Pushto
Romany
Russian
Sinhala
Slovak
Somali
Spanish
Tagalog
Tagalog/Filipino

Tamil
Temne
Thai
Tigrinya
Tsawna
Turkish
Urdu
Vietnamese
Welsh
Wolof
Yoruba
Zulu



Lowri Angell-Jones

4/Education

agenda spring 2011—issue 43  |  45

Living and working alongside people from all over the world is 
completely normal for pupils of Cathays High School.



The serpent inside  
England’s health reform

 A Department of Health spokeswoman 
said the government would not dictate how 
services were delivered, but rather wanted 
patients to do that themselves.  

Health Service Journal

Equity and 
Excellence: Liberating the NHS

Marcus Longley 

Articles

5  

Health

46  |  



5/Health
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Whitehall Health Minister Andrew Lansley meets NHS medical staff at  the Centre for Surgical Reconstruction and Microbiology at University Hospital 
Birmingham, the first of its kind in the UK to focus on both military and civilian trauma care. A partnership between with the Ministry of Defence , University 
Hospital Birmingham and the University of Birmingham, would it be more efficient if it were privatised?



5/Health

Marcus Longley
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If Lansley’s reforms are successful the NHS will start to manage itself.  The warning delivered 
by Nye Bevan – pictured here the day the NHS was inaugurated in 1948 – to all future 
Secretaries of State about the perils of getting too closely involved in the NHS (“the dropped 
bed pan echoing down the corridors of Whitehall”) will finally be laid to rest.



Box 1 and 2

Box 3

(Box 4

1. Define what a world class 
integrated health and social care 
system would feel like for the 
citizens of Wales:

2. Advise on how to accelerate 
the adoption of best practice 
in minimising harm, waste and 
variation across NHS Wales.

3. Advise on the progress of the  
five-year strategic service, 
workforce and financial framework.

Ceri Phillips  Mansel Aylward 

5/Health
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   Box 1: Members of the Commission

     Professor Sir Mansel Aylward,  
Chair of the Wales Centre for Health (Chair)

     Dr Tony Calland,  
Chair of the Medical Ethics Committee of the British Medical  
Association and former chair of the BMA Welsh Council

    Sir Ian Carruthers,  
Chief Executive of the South West Strategic Health Authority in England

     June Clark,  
Professor Emeritus at Swansea University and former president of the  
Royal College of Nursing

     Karlene Davis,  
former General Secretary of the Royal College of Midwives 

     Dr Christopher Jones,  
Senior Partner within the Taff Vale Practice

     Professor Sir Anthony Newman-Taylor,  
Deputy Principal, Faculty of Medicine, Imperial College London

    Ceri Phillips,  
Professor of Health Economics at Swansea University

     Allyson Pollock,  
Professor of International Public Health Policy at the University of Edinburgh.



— Daily news analysis of important developments in Wales

— A platform for you to debate

— National Assembly Bulletin - keeping you in touch with Cardiff Bay

— The Director’s blog, by the IWA Director, John Osmond

— The Wales Lecture Library - key texts on public policy

—  The Wales Factfile - one stop shop for all those facts you  
needed on Wales

www.clickonwales.org



Ceri Phillips

)

 
    Box 3:  

The Bevan Commission Principles

resources

between the  
people of Wales and the NHS

available 
 

in all policies  

disadvantage on access  
and outcome

patient safety

performance improvement across  
all dimensions of healthcare.

 
    Box 4:  

World class healthcare in a  
Welsh context

   ‘ Health care that is best suited to the  
needs of Wales and comparable with  
the best anywhere’

   and which

Commission principles; 

all levels and effectively  
link health and social services;

 

world class health – with government 
having a crucial  
leadership role;

information to analyse, compare and 
develop services.

 
    Box 2:  

Aims of the Bevan Commission

ideas from a disinterested perspective.

provision.

true to Bevan’s principles and values.

Wales as appropriate, ensuring that the patient was the focus of healthcare.

        o   Establishing a ‘world-class’ healthcare service in Wales, through an 
integrated system of healthcare delivery.

        o   Ensuring that the “citizenship” model for public services was applied.

5/Health
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One Wales

Kevin Morgan  Adam Price 

Articles 

 

6  

Social  
Policy
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Y Byd

Kevin Morgan

Adam Price

The Collective 
Entrepreneur: Social Enterprise and the 
Smart State

6/Social Policy
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Flamenco dancing class at Chapter Arts Centre which demonstrates the breadth of social enterprise organisations 
Because of its status as a social enterprise Chapter, which provides space for more than 50 cultural businesses, 
was able to borrow £650,000 from the Charity Bank to assist with an extensive refurbishment of the venue.



6/Social Policy

Big Issue

Lost in Care

Judy 
Hutchings 

 Tracey 
Bywater 
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6/Social Policy

social pedagogy

Foster carers involved 
with the Incredible 
Years group-based 
parent programme 
meet in Powys.
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6/Social Policy

Judy Hutchings

Tracey Bywater
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Articles 
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Environment
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Carbon dioxide is  
not the only problem

Gareth Wyn Jones 

One Wales

CO



One Wales

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 
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Feeding sheep during 
winter in the Brecon 
Beacons.

7/Environment





decrease waste.

in extremis Agenda

Professor Gareth Wyn Jones

7/Environment
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Cutting back on hypermobility

UK Low Carbon Transition 
Plan

James Shorten  Roger Levett 

7/Environment
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7/Environment
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James Shorten
Roger Levett



Learning by design
Haf Roberts

7/Environment
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First Minister Carwyn Jones with head teacher Kathryn Evans and Rogiet pupils at the opening of the new 
school in April 2010.





Box 1

“ What normally happens is that a 
building is designed and the school 
fits into it as an afterthought. This 
was not the case at Rogiet. The 
whole community was involved 
from the start. We are privileged 
to have such a fantastic facility in 
which to learn”. 

Haf Roberts

7/Environment

 
    Box 1: Key environmental features at Rogiet school

 
timber elements.

manually and automatically.

 
newspaper insulation and passive measures to minimise 
energy consumption.

 
benefits and enhance site biodiversity.

 

 
wind turbine for electricity.

 
procurement by the contractor.
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The old Rogiet school (above) and the new.



Heddiw

Articles 

Fishlock’s File

Book reviews:

How to be a 
Welshman

A poet of loud 
desperation

L.G. as viewed 
through the 
prism of high 
Westminster 
politics

A penchant for 
bad news

8  

Culture

Fishlock’s File

Trevor Fishlock

68  |  

Hywel Gwynfryn – ‘loves a good library’.



Our House

Fo a Fé

The Times

8/Culture / Fishlock’s File
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Ryan and Ronnie  - 
working through two 
languages they got 
two lots of laughter for 
one joke.



Atgofion

Traed 
mewn Cyffion

8/Culture
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Katie 
Gramich 



8/Culture 

Atgofion
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The Ystalyfera drama group in 1917 - Kate Roberts is bottom left, with her two collaborators, 
Betty Eynon Davies and Margaret Price, to the right. They were known locally as ‘Y tair BAs’.



Y Canpunt

Buddugoliaeth Alaw Jim

O Gors y Bryniau

8/Culture
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Selected Translations of  
Kate Roberts’ work

The world of Kate 
Roberts: selected stories 1925-1981

A Summer Day and Other Stories

Tea in the Heather

Feet in Chains

 The Living Sleep

 The Awakening

One Bright Morning

The White Lane



Katie Gramich

Kate Roberts

8/Culture Caption

johnosmond@iwa.org.uk
kirstydavies@iwa.org.uk.

IWA Legacy
For nearly quarter of 
a century the Institute 
of Welsh Affairs has 
helped raise the level 
of public debate on 
issues affecting Wales, 
by placing quality 
information in the 
public domain. 





Bardd Alaw

buffo

Berlin Wool, Country Commissions, Mamma 
is so very particular and Wanted – a Governess!

Rhian Davies 

agenda spring 2011—issue 43  |  75

John Orlando Parry (left) 
The young Franz Liszt (right)
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gold cloth!!

Dafydd y Garrey Wen
circa

David sur le Rocher Blanc: Ancien Air de 
Barde (du Pays de Galles)

8/Culture



— Branding, design for print and web.
—  Independent graphic designer working with  

a variety of public and private sector clients,  
based in Cardi! Bay.

Visit www.theundercard.co.uk  
for recent work and further information.
 
To discuss a project, call 07970 029185 / 029 2049 9566
or email marc@theundercard.co.uk

Marc Jennings,
Graphic Design.

      

       

 
(This will help us keep our costs down) 

        
       

    Lord Richard of Ammanford 
Chairman of the Richard Commission

    Baroness Ilora Finlay of Llandaff 
Professor of Palliative Medicine,  
Cardiff University

    Lord (Kenneth) Morgan 
One of Wales’s leading historians  



8/Culture

Liszt Day

Rhian Davies
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The Swiss pianist Sigismond Thalberg (above)
Franz Liszt in 1832 (below)

The music room at Gregynog Hall.



How to be a Welshman
Daniel G. Williams 

Bydoedd  

Bydoedd

Bydoedd

Planet
Arcade,

The Welsh 
Extremist

Bydoedd

Anglia
Velikobritania

Bolshoi,

Bydoedd

Reviews

8/Culture / reviews
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Keywords

Marxism and Literature

Bydoedd

Y Byd

Y Byd

Y Byd

Y Byd ar Bedwar

Bydoedd

Bydoedd

Planet

Comment peut-on étre Breton

Planet

Euskera

8/Culture / reviews
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The Welsh Extremist

 Planet

Planet

In 
the Frame: Wales 1910 – 2010

Planet 

Planet

Bydoedd

Planet 

aml-ddiwyllianaeth

8/Culture / reviews

For Ned Thomas  
‘a genuine 
multiculturalism 
in contemporary 
Europe must 
register the reality of 
multilingualism’.
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Bydoedd

Daniel G. Williams

A poet of loud desperation 
Peter Read

The Meaning of Apricot Sponge – 
Selected writings of John Tripp

Apricot Sponge with a Sage

Farewell to a Shambles

Screws

Border Run

Radical Passing

Intervals of 
Heat

Y Lolfa
The Edge

Conceit of Power,

The 
Rainbow’s End

The 
English at the Eisteddfod

8/Culture / reviews
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Crowned Bird is a Parson.

 Fringe Diversions

No Peace For 
Dando

The Seed 
of Dismemberment

Jet to Palma

At 
The Rainbow’s End

The English at the Eisteddfod

The 
Casualty

The Meaning of Apricot Sponge

Peter Read
John 

Tripp’s Tragic Cabaret

L.G. as  viewed through 
the prism of high 
Westminster politics 
J. Graham Jones

David Lloyd George, the Great Outsider

8/Culture / reviews
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J. Graham Jones 

8/Culture / reviews



A penchent for bad news 
John Osmond

Poor Man’s Parliament –  
Ten Years of the Welsh Assembly

Western Mail

Poor Man’s Parliament

Poor Man’s Parliament,

8/Culture / reviews
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Poor 
Man’s Parliament

John Osmond

8/Culture / reviews
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Last word 
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new publications

To order a copy, contact:  
IWA, 4 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 97J
029 2066 0820 or buy online at www.iwa.org.uk
IWA Members can purchase publications  
at a 25 per cent discount

Making a Difference at Key Stage 3 
Learning from five successful schools

By Stevie Upton    £10.00   ISBN  978 1 904773 57 3

Growing Wales’s Civil Society
 
Edited by John Osmond    £10.00  ISBN  978 1 904773 58 0

Making Good Society,


